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PUNISHMENT OF WAR CRIMINALS: VIEWS 
OF RUSSIAN ARCHBISHOP 


An article by the Archbishop of Tambov 
called “The Just Judgment of the People,” 
has appeared in the Russian Orthodox 
Church paper The Journal of the Moscow 
Patriarchate (No. 2,1944). Our readers may 
be interested to see this first statement on 
the subject from an authoritative Russian 
Church source. 

The unheard-of crimes of the fascist in- 
vaders can under no circumstances remain 
unpunished. Their absolutely necessary 
punishment has been decided. In the 
Kharkov trial of the German criminals the 
fate of the hangmen was decided by the 
supreme judge—the collective will of the 
whole people. And at the Teheran Confer- 
ence of the leaders of the three great Powers 
such a decision received an even higher 
sanction in the determined declaration of all 
democratic governments concerning the trial 
of the instigators of the world war, and of all 
the executants of their inhuman commands. 

The conscience of the people does not 
tolerate in its midst violations of moral 
‘demands possessing universal significance, 
and emphatically demands the death of the 
criminals. The community, in most wicked 
erimes against the undoubted norms of the 
common life of humanity, not to mention the 
highest norm of Christian love—such crimes 
having become the law in the fascist armies 
-—not only does not lessen their significance, 
but, on- the contrary, to the highest degree 
‘Increases it. Since, if separate crimes in 
‘peace time threaten ‘to destroy the legal and 
ethical foundations of society and the State, 
and imperiously call for the death penalty 
for the criminals, then the same crimes, 
‘multiplied millions of times by the Germans 
and their allies in war time, inevitably will 
an 
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lead to the general perversion of mankind 
along the paths of barbarism and to a per- 
manent war of all against all, if they remain 
unpunished. This is instinctivély understood 
by the peoples of the U.S.S.R. and of all 
the countries occupied by the Germans, and 
hence their anger against the fascist members 
is so great and terrible, hence the thousands 
of spectators of the hanging of the German 
murderers of Krasnoyarsk and Kharkov 
applauded unanimously. And the execution 
of the Oberfiihrer of the murderous hordes 
and his closest Nazi fellow-criminals will be 
a great festival for the outraged moral feeling 
of that section of humanity in which lives 
the law of justice and not the law of violence. 

And the Church of Christ, the highest 
bearer of the law of justice, will not stand 
apart from this festival, for this will be 
victory over the forces of hell which have 
disturbed all humanity, the punishment of 
anti-Christs who have trodden underfoot the 
law of brotherhood and love; and at* the 
same time this will be the festival of the 
liberation of the German’ people from the 
power of a Government which has set itself — 
the task of destroying the conscience in its — 
own people. Is this not a great festival for 
the Church? 

The death penalty was decreed in the God- 
inspired law of Moses, and it was widely 
applied to all criminals whose actions 
threatened the spiritual and religious unity — 
of the people of Israel, its moral purity oblig- 
atory for God’s chosen people. The whole 
people stoned blasphemers of the law and 
traitors to it, violators of the purity of 
marriage, perverted and immoral sons, dis- 
honourers of their parents. The act of 


Phinehas in executing the Jew and his — ‘ 


Moabitish paramour, ye thus 
end to the decay of the Jewish Sagal 


and sacred achievement. 
is valued the execution by the prophet Elijah 
of the four hundred prophets of Baal. God 
Himself sent terrible punishments on the 
Assyrians who persecuted and were destroy- 
ing the people of Israel, and on Dathan and 
Abiram and their fellows. 

But some may be disconcerted by God’s 
words: “Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” 
Is it possible to understand these great words 
in an absolute sense, as a complete denial of 
the human right to judge and punish crimi- 
nals? Of course not. The very fact of the 
| legalization of the death penalty in the Old 
gd Testament excludes such an understanding. 
Ree Moses was the judge of the people of Israel, 
at first alone and afterwards through the co- 
operation of leaders appointed by him, whom 
septa he empowered to pass. judgment. After 
Eee Joshua, the son of Nun, at the head of the 
pa people, stood judges, whose very designation 
indicates that judicial functions were their 
fundamental prerogative. These facts show 
that judicial and punitive functions were not 
regarded as contradicting the prophetic 
utterance: “Vengeance is mine, I will re- 
pay.” The real sense of this declaration 
concerning the supreme Divine rights is 
explained to us by the words of St. Paul: 
ts - “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 
2 rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
saith the Lord” (Rom. xii. 19). A man 
thirsting for revenge is often unjust in his 
estimate of the actions and feelings of his 
enemy, and must entrust vengeance to 
omniscient God. .But personal vengeance is 
_ by no means the same as the execution of a 
criminal on the condemnation of a court free 
from passion and personal prejudices. The 
court does not revenge itself, but protects 
~society and the State from disturbances of 
the fundamental basis of the unity and 
strength of a commonwealth’ of justice and 
law, Without this extraordinarily important 
function of the court of law no governmental 
and public authority can be maintained, since 
otherwise there takes place inevitably a col- 

lapse into the dark depths of anarchy. 

To the punitive function of the judge the 
Apostle Paul ascribes even the signficance 
of serving God: “For he is the minister of 
God to thee for good. But if thou do that 


the sword in vain: for he is the minister of 
_ God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil’ eae xiii. 4). 


through mingling with the heathen Moabites, i 
is exalted in the Holy Scriptures as a great — 
In the same way 


. brought to him (J a viii. i 
confirm the obligation to stone her to deat 


which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not 


Yee he ‘did’ n 


according to the law of Moses, but answered 
with the profound and holy words: “He 


that is without sin among you, let him first — 


cast a stone at her.” Over the harshness of 


the Old Testament law there triumphed the © 


light of the new law of mercy, rising above — 


condemnation. 
hearts, recognize the justice ‘of executing a 


weak woman for an offence of which her © 
judges—lawyers—were guilty? Place such 
an ordinary fault of this unhappy woman by ~ 


the side of the satanical crimes of the Ger- 


mans, burying alive and throwing in the © 
flames small children, and_it will become ~ 
obvious that it is impossible to quote the © 
holy answer of the Son of God concerning ~ 
the woman taken in adultery as an argument — 
against the execution of murderers who have- 3 


destroyed thousands of innocent people in 
their devilish “life-destroyers.” 
Is it possible, when mentioning the German 


monsters, to recall Christ’s holy command- — 
in no. 


ment “love your enemies’? No, 
wise is it possible. It is impossible, because 
to love them is completely and absolutely im- 


possible not only for human beings, but also— 


Could Christ, the reader of _ 


for the angels, and for the very God of Love — 


Himself. For God hates evil and destroys 
evil-doers. The German monsters are not 
only our foes, but God’s foes, and who can, 
who dares, talk about loving God’s enemies? 

I have called the German invaders anti- 
Christ. Rightly, justly? This right is given 
me by the holy Apostle St. John the Divine, 
who said: “In this the children of God are 
manifest, and the children of the devil: 
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of 
God, neither he that loveth not his brother.” 
(1 John i iii. 10.) 


LUKE, Archbishop of Tambov, 
Doctor of Medicine. 


(Translator’s Note.—In the previous issue | 


of the Journal it was announced that the 
Archbishop of Krasnoyarsk, Luke, had been 
appointed Archbishop of Tambov. Hence 
the reference in the text to Krasnoyarsk 
indicates the appropriateness of this Hierarch 
being chosen to express the views of the 
Church in this matter.) 


“SPIRITUAL ISSUES” 


Our arrival at Spiritual Issues No. 250 
marks something of a landmark in the 
history of this little paper and a few remarks 


bout its policy 
may be of A ereat ee our texders. a 


(under a different name) as a small bulletin 
} of news items intended for the religious Press 
} and Church leaders. It was first published 
| in two separate forms, one for readers in 
| Britain and the other for readers overseas. 
Naturally the first dealt mainly with over- 
seas news, and the second with home news. 
As time went on need for economy in paper 
and space led to the combination of the two 
bulletins into one paper, The Spiritual Issues 
of the War. In format, general style and 
purpose Spiritual Issues has been running 
much on its present lines for about four years. 

The double constituency which we have 
in mind necessitates the provision of two 
kinds of news, overseas news for British 
readers, home news for overseas readers. 
This is the explanation of a fact which has 
occasionally puzzled some, namely, that 
items which have been well publicized in 
home Press are still reported in this bulletin. 
The purpose, of course, is that readers in the 
Empire, United States and many other parts 
of the world should be familiar with the main 
developments on the spiritual front during 
war time. 

For home readers our special contribution 
has undoubtedly lain in a news service con- 
cerning religious events in the occupied 
countries. Owing to the special sources at 
our disposal it has been possible for us to 
keep a fairly close eye on the religious 
developments of the main continental coun- 

tries, not excluding Germany, throughout 
these war years. There is no doubt that this 
service has been widely appreciated and that 
it has had the effect of stimulating a quite 
-new and widespread interest in the affairs of 
the continental Churches and especially in 
the resistance of these Churches to Nazism. 
There are many who feel that in some form 
the work which has been done by Spiritual 


Issues during war time will still need doing 


after the war, although few would consider 
that such a news service should be carried 
on in peace time under Government auspices. 
It can also be said that Spiritual Issues 
has done a useful work in bringing to British 
readers a.good deal of news concerning re- 
ligious developments in the United States of 
_America. Many on both sides of the Atlantic 
believe that much depends on a growing 
Pefpecially ont between Britain and America 
especially on the religious side, and Spiritual 
Issues has certainly done something to make 
mown to British readers the chief American 


"Spiritual Issues began in September 1939 


_ know something of the very widespread use 


to which Spiritual Issues is put overseas. 


As soon as it is off the press a copy goes PY 


air to America where it is reprinted and dis- — 


tributed to some 10,000 leading Churchmen 


of that country. Considerable extracts from 


it are translated into Swedish and cabled to _ 


Sweden, where they are published for a 
limited but expectant public. 
version is produced in Chungking on rice 


paper and it brings a welcome breath of 


home news for missionaries and others 
suffering from the general isolation in China 
at the present time. Spiritual Issues is one 
of the main sources of a weekly bulletin of 


Protestant news broadcast in the German 


language every Sunday. It is no exaggera- 
tion therefore to say that the ramifications 
of this unpretentious little paper have be- 
come almost world-wide. 

A misunderstanding which can be cleared 
up is that which concerns the circulation of 
the bulletin at home. Clergy and Ministers 


who suddenly become aware of the paper are. 


sometimes distressed that the war has gone 
on so long without them knowing of it. 
The reason for this is simple. As the paper 


is free it would clearly be wasteful and wrong - 


to dispatch it to all and sundry. The 
expense and trouble connected with it can 
only be justified where there is a genuine 
desire for the information which it contains. 
We have therefore made a rule that we send 
it only to those who ask for it themselves or 
whose names are given to us by their friends. 
The circulation has thus grown somewhat 
spasmodically, but even so it penetrates to 


a large number of vicarages and manses _ 
The Archbishop of | 
Canterbury in a recent address to the Upper — 


throughout the land. 


and Lower Houses of Convocation referred 
to a docyment which had recently been pub- 
lished in’ Spiritual Issues, using language 
which showed that he assumed a widespread — 


familiarity with and appreciation of the me 


document. 
We are always glad to receive suggestions 
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which may make it more helpful to our — ic 


readers, but its general line and policy have — 
now become well established and are, we — 


believe, appreciated by many of our readers. ss 


THE RETURN OF THE SERVICE MAN =a 


In the supplement to the Christian News — 
Letter of August 9th, Major R. A. C. Rad- — 


cliffe, Deputy Assistant Director of Army 
Welfare Services, writes of the problems of 
returning Service men after the war. 
ex-Service man, he writes, will have to re- 


adjust himself to three things—job, home a 


~ 


The | 


and community. We print below Majo: 
Radcliffe’s remarks on the third of these, in 


the section entitled “Readjustment to the 


Community.” 

“It is essential for the health of the com- 
munity that the returning soldiers should be 
absorbed happily into it, and not left out in 
the cold—bitter, disillusioned and with an 
unwanted feeling. Only thus can we benefit 
fully from the revitalizing experiences 
that they have undergone, and also repay 
‘our debts of honour to them. 

“But the reabsorption will not happen as 
the result of wishful thinking; we shall have 
to appreciate the soldier’s point of view 
about us, and be ready to readjust ourselves 
to meet him, instead of, as after the last war, 
expecting him to do all the readjustment, 
while we sit back and treat him as a rather 
strange and fearful animal who must gradu- 
ally be tamed into our nice conventional 
ways of thought and conduct again. 

“Tt will, perhaps, help if we understand 
clearly how many soldiers do think about 
many-of us men who have not been far from 
our homes this war. If one of them would 
speak bluntly, he might say :— 

. “*You have lived at home while we have 
been far away; you have lived with your 
_ wives and children or been near your fami- 
_ lies, while we have become almost strangers 
to ours; you have slept in comfortable beds, 
while we have slept in hard; you have kept 
__ fit and well, while our bodies are full of 
rheumatism and the fevers of the East; you 
have gone on doing your job, and getting 
advancement in it, while we have lost our 
skill, are out of-touch with our employers, 
and have had to start again from the begin- 
ning; you are used to the routine of civil 
life; we find everything difficult, and your 
conventions stupid, narrow and unintelli- 
gible; you have lived fairly securely, while 
we have been facing danger and death for 
you; you have had good money all the 
_ time, and lived well and without any worries; 
we have had little money, and our wives 
have grown old with the worries and strain 
of their efforts to keep things going in our 
absence. Finally, you have been able to 
save and keep your homes going, while we 
have to spend all our savings and war bonus 
and more in starting a home again, when we 
igs can find one.’ 
1 Se “Of course his picture is a bit distorted, 
and we could tell him a lot of things about 
our heroism and suffering here that he has 
not apparently realized; but we are the 
-debtors—there can be no honest doubt about 
that—and our proper role, therefore, is to 
hold our tongues about ourselves, and under- 
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¢ ie we must not rest content with 
understanding him, we must also do practical © 
things to make sure that we get the full value 
of his contribution. In industry, in Parlia 
ment, in Local Government, in the Civil | 
Service, in the Church, in the professions 
and in social service, these people from 
another world must be given places fitting 
to their experience and their age; at all 
costs we must avoid making the mistakes of — 


the last war, when those who had served 
; 


piesa 


were too often given the bottom places 


everywhere and driven into bitterness and 
disillusion—the harvest of which we are still 
reaping. 


ES 
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“The other day a man told me just how - 
he felt when on his return to his firm after ~ 
the last war, in which he had rendered good — 
service, the manager told him that he would -~ 
have to start at the bottom and work hard ~ 
to make up ‘for the four years that he had 

wasted.’ : 

“It is a choice between fusion and con- — 
fusion. The right choice will mean much i 
sacrifice and unselfishness on the part of — 
many of-those who have stayed at home, ~ 
and who will very probably feel when the — 
war ends that they have already done their ~ 
full share of giving up. Whether it is made ~ 
or not will therefore depend a great deal on 
whether the absolute necessity for it is — 
clearly realized, and on whether we have ~ 
leaders with the courage to continue to 
demand sacrifices from us for the common 
good when the war is over. It will be, 
perhaps, the greatest and most critical test 
of democratic leadership that this country — 
has ever faced. Let us hope and pray that 
we pass the test successfully.” 

This problem of the home-coming of men 
in the Forces is one which is receiving the 
close attention of the Churches in Britain 
at present. Both the Church Times and the 
Guardian for the pweek ended August 12th 
had leading articles on this subject, and Free 
Churchmen are also giving much thought to 
the matter. The Guardian concludes its 
article with these words:— 

“The responsibility which lies before the 
Church is sobering in its immensity and 
urgency. In the face of it, much current 
controversy appears as of little moment. 
The burden of responsibility is balanced by 
the greatness of the opportunity. Rarely | 
has the Church been confronted by a greater, 
Let us pray that its leaders, and the rank 
and file no less, be given the vision and the 
courage to accept it.” i = 
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